
 

These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith — of greater worth than gold, which 
perishes even though refined by fire — may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed. — 1 Peter 1: 7 NIV 
 

This passage has been our support scripture for 2017. FAITH—of greater worth than gold has 
been meaningful to me as this year has flown by. In a world filled with tragedies and despair, 
faith in our Lord keeps us going; faith encourages our willingness to serve and our joyful ac-
ceptance of God’s abundance for us.  
 

Earlier this month I attended United Methodist Women’s Leadership Development Days in 
St. Louis. What a fulfilling experience this was—my spirit was fed and my commitment to 
United Methodist Women was deepened. Several key words were emphasized through the 
weekend: 
 

Waiting— “On His Blindness” by John Milton ends with the line, “They also serve who only 
stand and wait.” Milton believes he still has a place in God’s world despite his blindness. This 
word waiting reminds me that I have the skills to serve God despite my weaknesses and inade-
quacies. 
 

Listening—This skill is important to United Methodist Women as we must give our full atten-
tion to the issues that face us all and the individuals affected. 
 

Being, Believing, Becoming—These words describe an activity that allowed us as a conference to 
identify issues and communities we can serve, assist, and envelop in the best we have as Unit-
ed Methodist Women. We worked diligently on a possible project that may come to fruition 
in the next year or so! 
 

That weekend in St. Louis certainly resulted in “praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 
revealed.” 
 

For 2018 our support scripture will be based on HOPE from Hebrews 6: 19-20:  “This hope 
we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which enters within 
the veil, where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forev-
er.” As we move from this year to the next, let’s continue to be faithful to our goals as Unit-
ed Methodist Women and allow hope to anchor our souls as we fulfill the purpose of United 
Methodist Women. 

 
Joyfully holding to the faith, 

Debbie Bracewell 

Dothan District President 
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PUTTING GOD FIRST IN OUR LIVES 
 

 

When we place God first in our lives, we realize that everything is a gift from God. We realize that happi-
ness is not dependent or based upon material things; it is built upon faith and our desire to follow Jesus 
Christ’s direction. 

 

What would happen if, whenever we think or speak the phrase “I want to _____,” we were to substitute 
“God would want me to _____.”  Jesus said, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your 
neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew 22:37–39).   

 

When we have victories in the Lord, we must spend time sharing those victories with others.  We are 
never more like God than when we give—not just money or things but our very selves, our hearts. That’s what 
Jesus did for us. He gave us the greatest gift of all—Himself. 

 

When we are called to do God’s will by being of service to others, we must be a good example through 
our actions, as well as our words.  Actions are proof of your love for God and another person.  First John 3:18 
(NEB) says, “My children, love must not be a matter of words or talk; it must be genuine, and show itself in 
action.” 

 

Giving and serving is a thermometer of your love. You can give without loving, but you cannot love without 
giving.  We are the instruments for delivering the Good News. The way we live our lives will show others our 
commitment to our Lord! 

 

So, don’t keep the JOY all to yourself … generosity has a ripple effect.  Make your gift to God to take 
the Good News out into the world with joy!  Pay it forward this Christmas season, my UMW sisters!  You will 
be blessed.   

 

Jean Johnson 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator  

Message From Spiritual Growth 
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2018 Calendar of Events 

January 
 
13 — District-Wide Officer 
Training, 9:30, Enterprise First, 
Gathering Room 
19-20 — COSROW, Blue Lake 
28 — Super Sunday, Enterprise 
First 

February 
 
10 — District Annual Day 
23-24 — Conference Annual 
Day, Foley United Methodist 
Church 

March 
 

 

April 
7 — District Mission Study, 8:00 
Registration, 8:30 Welcome and 
Study 

May 
18-20 — United Methodist 
Women Assembly, Columbus, 
Ohio 
 

June 
3-6 — Annual Conference, Fra-
zer United Methodist Church 
 

July 
20-21 — Mission u, St. Luke 
United Methodist Church, Pen-
sacola, FL 

August 
18 — District Spiritual Day 

September 
15 — District Mission Study, 8:00 
Registration, 8:30 Welcome and 
Study 

October 
19-21 — Conference Spiritual 
Enrichment Retreat (SER), Blue 
Lake 

November 
 

 

December 
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Nomination Committee 
 

2018 Dothan District Leadership Team 
 

 President        Debbie Bracewell 

 Secretary        Marilyn Skipper 

 Social Action        Jean Johnson 

 Communications       Carolyn McInnis 

 Mattie Kolb Scholarship Coordinator    Jolinda Strickland 

Open Positions 

 Vice President       Treasurer 

 Membership Nurture & Outreach     Spiritual Growth 

 Education & Interpretation     Program Resources 

 
 At this time of the year, we all think about the blessings we have received in this life.  Our salvation 
through Jesus Christ is at the top of our lists followed closely by our families.   As United Methodist Wom-
en, we have a large extended family that stretches throughout the world.  We likely will never see these 
people, but we do know that we make a difference in their lives through our pledges and gifts to UMW.   
This money supports missionary work, hospitals, teaching institutions, and children’s homes here in the 
United States and around the world.   
 In  First Corinthians 3:6, Paul says that he sowed the seed, Apollos watered, but God gave the in-
crease.  So it is with United Methodist Women.  We plant seeds through our pledges and gifts; missionaries 
and other workers see that the money is used as wisely as possible; and God will provide the increase just 
as he has done for 150 years.   Who could have imagined that the money raised to send one doctor to India 
to improve the healthcare of women could turn into a worldwide organization working to bring people to 
Christ while improving living conditions and giving access to education and better health care? 
 I would like to remind you of some things that will make your new treasurer’s life easier.  First, 
please fill out your remittance completely including a phone or email.  Sometimes there is a question, and it 
is much easier to look down and find what you need instead of having to look up a phone number or ad-
dress.  Secondly, please do not send Legacy or World Day of Prayer money to the District anymore.  Lega-
cy money goes directly to UMW in New York, and World Day of Prayer funds go directly to the World 
Day of Prayer organization.  I have just deposited your checks and forwarded the money myself, but I was 
not really supposed to do that.  Currently, we do not have a District Treasurer so our President, Debbie 
Bracewell, will be handling the responsibilities of that position.  If you are interested in serving on the Dis-
trict Team, please let Debbie know. 
 
Have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, and thank you again for your cooperation.   

Judy Bura 

Treasurer 

Message from the Treasurer 
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Greater Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, OH 

 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 through Sunday, May 20, 2018 

 

United Methodist Women Assembly 2018 is a time for fellowship; it is also an opportunity to em-

power faithful women to be stronger discipleship leaders in their communities. Through moving 

worship, inspiring speakers, immersion experience exhibits, riveting workshops and town hall-

style meetings, members will leave Assembly with the knowledge, courage, and determination to 

change the world as part of a daring and compassionate 150-year-old movement. 

 

Early registration is $295 beginning September 1 through November 30, 2017. After that date, 

registration is $330. Visit https://umwassembly.org/ for more information. 

 

Bus seats are available for $200. A $100 deposit will reserve your seat. October 22, 2017, is the 

last date for bus registration (unless the bus fills before then), and the remaining $100 is due by 

February 24, 2018. Contact Debbie Bell (251-232-6898 or email mawbel36575@yahoo.com) to 

reserve a seat. 

 

Departure to Assembly 

May 17, 2018 Dothan Departure @ 6AM 

From Southern Coach business location, P.O. Box 2245 Dothan, AL. 36302 

2nd pick-up Millbrook First UMC 3350 Edgewood Rd. Millbrook, AL.  

Assembly Arrival – Pending info  

 

Departure from Assembly 

May 20, 2018 Columbus, OH. Departure @ 1PM 

1st Drop-off at Millbrook First UMC (time, unknown) 

Final return stop May 21, 2018 @ 1AM in Dothan at Southern Coach business location 

Assembly 2018 



Reporting Due Dates 
Local Officer to District Officer 

 
 

 FROM      TO 
 

Treasurer’s Report     By November 30 
Unit Treasurer      Judy Bura, District Treasurer 
 

*Name of Deceased Members   By November 30  
Unit Secretary      (please report any December deaths 
        by January 10) 
        Jean Johnson, Spiritual Growth 
 

*Local New Unit Report    By November 30 
Unit Secretary      TBD, Membership Nurture & Outreach 
 

*Social Action Report     By November 30 
Unit Social Action Coordinator    TBD, Social Action 
 

*Reading Program Reports    By November 30 
Unit Program Resource     Joyce Stapleton, Program Resources 
 

*Mission Study Participants    By November 30 
Unit Education & Interpretation    Nancy Riegle, Education & Interpretation 
 

Consolidated President’s Report   By November 30 
Unit President      Debbie Bracewell, President 
 

New Officer Lists      By November 30 
Unit Secretary      Marilyn Skipper, District Secretary 
 

*Included in the Consolidated President’s Report 
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HELLO TO ALL! 

This year has flown by for me, and I am sure it has for the rest of  you also.   Busy people means 
happy people!!!! 

 
I want to take this time to tell ALL of  you how much I have enjoyed working with you on the 
district level and getting to know so many of  you during the years I have served.  I have had a 
great learning experience these past years and have made many wonderful friends.  This is my 
last year as an officer for the district, but will hopefully still see all of  you at district meet-
ings.   Thank you so much for letting me serve you. 

 
Looking forward to seeing everyone in January 2018.  Much love to all of  you.  Keep traveling to 
many countries through the reading program.  God bless. 

 
Joyce Stapleton  
Program Resources  



2017 Conference Spiritual Enrichment Retreat 
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Mattie Kolb Scholarship 
 

 

 
Please remember the Mattie Kolb Scholarship when you submit money to our district treasurer 
so we can continue this wonderful program and give more scholarships to students in our dis-
trict.  All of the money that you donate to this fund goes directly to scholarships.  There is no 
“overhead” taken out of the donations.  Just remember to tell the treasurer that you want to do-
nate to this fund. 
 
This year, we received 95 applications for the Mattie Kolb Scholarship, and we were able to pick 
two recipients  since we had over $1200.00 in that fund.  It was a tough 2 hours of reading all the 
applications and trying to narrow them down, but I think we picked two good ones. 
 
The winners are Emma Belle Frier from Ozark and Sara Beth Johnson from Headland.  Both la-
dies are planning to study nursing, one at UAB and one at Wallace. 
 
Congratulations Ladies! 

Jolinda Strickland 



TALENT BANK INFORMATION ON PROSPECTIVE LEADERSHIP 
 

(To be completed by prospective leader) 
Type or Print (attach additional sheets as necessary)  Date       
 
Name                
Address               
Telephone Home     Work      Cell       
Local Church        District        
Age     Email             
Spoken        Racial Ethnic Group       
Professional skills, job experience           
               

 
Office(s) Held in United Methodist Women 

  Office(s)      Dates of Service 
Local                
 
District               
 
Conference               
 
Jurisdiction                
 
 

Additional Experience on the local, district, conference or general church level (other than United Meth-

odist Women) or in the community           

              

              

              

               

Special Talents or Skills            

              

              

              

               



 

 
  
 

 Do you wish to serve on which level (circle):  Local        District      Conference     
  
Which office(s) on the United Methodist Women’s Team would you most like to hold given the oppor-

tunity to serve?   

  

 
  
Why are you interested in this position and what qualifications do you feel you have for your office(s) of 

choice?  

               

              

              

                

  
  
Would you be able to use your gifts and talents to uphold and strengthen United Methodist Women 

through the PURPOSE of the organization?      

  
  
Is it possible for you to be away from your home or employment for:  

Full Day            Weekend        Extended Time      

                    Yes or No                                    Yes or No                                          Yes or No   
  

__________ I am sorry but I am unable to accept an office this year.  Please keep my name on file and 

contact me in ______________________.  
        

Areas of Special Interest or Concern   

___ secretarial ___ recruiting members ___ publicity 

___ communications ___ social issues ___ workshops 

___ computer ___ creativity ___ newsletters 

___ accounting/bookkeeping ___ recording minutes ___ retreats 

___ organization of details ___ public policy ___ music 

___ nominations ___ public relations ___ youth 

___ program planning ___ community building ___ children 

___ administration ___ inclusiveness/pluralism ___ other (specify) 

___ President ___ Membership Nurture & Outreach 

___ Vice President ___ Social Action 

___ Secretary ___ Spiritual Growth 

___ Treasurer ___ Program Resources 

___ Chair of Nominations 
___ Education & Interpretation 

___ Communications 


