
Christ is Alive; all live in Him! 

     Christ’s joy surely abounds 

when He sees us serve others in 

need.   One could see that from all 

the efforts of your attention within 

your units to changing lives around 

you and how you fulfill the United 

Methodist Women PURPOSE. 

      You all worked hard to earn 

your awards at Annual Day.  The 

consensus is that we should also 

continue to combine Annual Day 

with the Moss Hill Day Apart.  

Kathy McQuagge and Martha Spi-

va did a fantastic job in making the 

day extremely memorable and spe-

cial. 

      Marvin Miller  returned to sing 

some very endearing music.  We 

had 51 present, plus guests and 

first timers.  Also,  Conference 

President, Debbie Bell, spoke with 

us. 

     Three weeks later Grace UMC 

hosted  us as Debbie Bracewell 

(President of the Dothan District) 

did a fantastic job with the Climate 

Mission Study. We all were quite 

interested as she wove in a biblical 

theme from Genesis on how God  

 

continues to encourage human-

kind to be good stewards of His 

Earth.  

     All who attended came away 

with a new perspective on God’s 

expectations of our personal re-

sponsibility for Climate Justice 

after participating in Debbie’s ab-

sorbing study. 

    We can also practice conserva-

tion with our district budget if we 

attend Mission u in July to help us 

save the cost of outside speakers, 

$100 ‘Honoraria’ plus mileage. 

When we learn at Mission u, we 

can teach each other, thus, con-

serving our budget spending.  

See more on Mission u on p. 5.

   

  Blessings to all, 

  Karen 

President Karen Fillman 

Panama City First 

Message from the President:  

 

District Events for  

Marianna/Panama City: 

Sept. 9, 2017 

Mission Study: Human Sex-

uality,  

Port St. Joe UMC 

Oct. 14, 2017 

Fall District Gathering,  

Bonifay 

Nov. 12, 2017: UMW Day in  

Local Churches 

 

AL/WF Conference Dates 

Jul. 21-22, 2017: Mission u  

Millbrook UMC, Millbrook, 

AL 

Oct. 20-22, 2017: Spiritual 

Enrichment Retreat — Blue 

Lake 

Nov. (TBD): District Officer 

Training,  

Blue Lake 
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SOCIAL ACTION: Climate Justice 

     I’m so sorry if you missed 
   the Climate Justice Study at 
   Grace UMC in Marianna. 
   What a beautiful day with a 
dynamic leader, Debbie Bracewell, and a real-
ly lovely brunch and lunch provided by 
Grace’s UMW! 
   What a Day! I won’t forget that day and all 
the days we have  tried to understand the 
forces driving changes that result in war, pov-
erty, and sickness in  our beautiful world 
which God created. 
   What a Day!  We have so many opportuni-
ties to study through UMW . We can choose 
small steps or bigger protests to make God’s 
plan known to the world. 
   What a Day! Our Program Book, A Call to 
Community, challenges us to follow up on our 
Climate Justice (p. 105).  Consider  hosting a 
“briefing” on Climate Justice at your church. 
Bring a favorite coffee mug—I have one with a 
picture of my grandson on it, and  provide 
healthy finger foods (a good day that will be!) 
served on reusable plates, or at least made of 
recycled material. See discussion starters: 
* Make a water drop on blue paper, and ask 
all to list water concerns. 
* Find useful material at this site: unitedmeth-
odistwomen.org/12-wateruse. 
   What a Day! We are so blessed to be with 
like-minded, God-inspired women who want 
to make  a difference our Beautiful World! 
 

   Ann Tison  
   tisonpsj@mediacombb.net 
 
 
    

Greetings Everyone, 
  In April I was blessed to attend a Mission 
Study on Climate Justice. Our teacher was 
Debbie Bracewell and she was amazing in her 
knowledge and presentation. She was trained 
at Mission U. I urge everyone of us to attend 
Mission Studies.  

The knowledge imparted at these study 
groups help us to be informed citizens of our 
country, empathic individuals, and, creative 
active Christians. When I expand my 
knowledge base and awareness at an event 
like this I become filled with a "Fire" to put it 
to use. I always wonder "Why did Jesus place 
me there and what does He want me to do 
with this information?" I try to stay quiet and 
listen for God's Direction. That is not some-
thing that comes natural to me. In fact, there 
was a past part of my life when I would have 
never considered doing something like that. 
And so I am on a Journey with Jesus. I do be-
lieve that Jesus presents us with opportunities 
like Mission Studies and Mission U so we 
might enhance our walk with God and help 
him to deliver His message of love and salva-
tion. Please give yourself the gift of attending 
some of the upcoming Mission Studies and 
Mission U. But beware, it will fill you with the 
Fire of the Spirit and the only way to put out 
that fire is to smother it with a creative 
"something" to benefit another and Glorify 
Jesus Christ! I have found it to be a risk worth 
taking. Have a Blessed Spring. 
     Please contact me at the following:  
 
bernadettehackettlcsw 
@gmail.com. 
  

Bernadette 
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  SPIRITUAL GROWTH  
  CHALLENGE    

 

      What an inspirational experience 

for those who attended Annual Day 

and the Memorial service at the his-

toric Moss Hill Church!  If you have 

never attended, I encourage you to 

come next year.  In addition to unit 

awards, we honored 11 deceased 

members, including the legendary 

past district president Martha 

Sanborn from Port St. Joe. 

     Marvin Miller’s solo, “Find Us 

Faithful” set the tone for the stories 

about the legacies of these special 

saints who said yes to God with their 

individual spiritual gifts  Thanks to all 

the units who contributed toward 

making this a special day, 

     Mark your calendar for July 21 

and 22 for Mission u at Millbrook 

First United Methodist Church.   

      

 

 

 

 

 

     All of us can benefit from the Spir-

itual Growth study, Covenantal Com-

munity, focusing on the divine cove-

nants made by God to individuals or 

nations throughout the Bible.  The 

purpose is to understand how God 

works with, in and through us as He 

did with our ancestors to transform 

our lives by these covenants.  Our 

gifted study leaders are Clara Ester 

and Carol Toney. 

     Please contact me if I can  assist 

your unit with programs or planning. 

   In His service, 

   Martha Spiva 

Hello from Alaska!  

 
Our dear sister, Barb Henning, former Marianna/Panama City District 
Vice President, sends her love to all. Her move to Anchorage to be 
closer to her only son and his young family has brought her much joy, 
but she misses her fellowship with her UMW sisters and sends her 
love and prayers. If you would like Barb’s contact information, email 
deanie575@gmail.com. We wish her continued happiness although we certainly miss 
her dedication to our district. 



 

Peggy Pelt,  
Program  

Resources  
Coordinator 

UMW Reading Program 

         with Love and Gratitude  

 
If any members, especially the unit 
treasurers need to reach me, my contact 
information is  
 

Helen Carlsten 
 

h_carlsten@yahoo.com  
 
 
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May God bless each of you in a very  
special way today and every day. 

 

Helen 

Greetings to wonderful, fellow United 

Methodist Women.  I am enjoying a  

beautiful Spring Day as I absorb my view 

of God’s World.   

Your UMW financial picture is healthy.  

Our collection at the Mission Study in 

April in Marianna was $244.00.  The 

money was sent to Chipola Family Min-

istries.  

Next, here is a report on the building 

progress @ FUMC in Port St. Joe.   We 

are being told completion should be in 

late summer.  Why this report? First, it is 

“near and dear to my heart,” and sec-

ondly, Port St. Joe has committed to 

host a Mission Study during the latter 

part of this year.  We will keep you up-

dated as the progress continues. 

Don’t forget to use the wonderful Ala-
bama /West Florida Conference UMW 
website: 

awf-umw.org  
 
for up-to-date information about UMW. 

Ladies,  
 

     Books from the 2012 - 2017 lists are eligible for the reading program.  So, this is 
a great opportunity to read those on the 2012 list.  One I have read is  Allow God to 
Wear Your Face:  Spiritual Care for Those Who Are Ill.  This brief book (only 64 pag-
es) provides a guide for those who visit the sick.  It meets the Nurturing for Commu-
nity category.   Old Testament Prophets for Today  gives information about some of 
the less well-known prophets and relates their messages to our spiritual needs to-
day.  This  Leadership Development book is a mere 112 pages.  (I promise, I do read 
longer books!)  So, pour yourself a glass of tea or a cup of coffee and enjoy a good 

book!            Peggy  
        Program Resources 

“Let the words of  

my mouth and the  

meditation of my 

heart be acceptable 

in your sight, O Lord,  

my rock and my  

redeemer.” 

Psalm 19:14 (ESV) 
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See link for Full Brochure  
http://www.awf-umw.org/awf-

mission-u-2017-vtm.pdf 

 
 REGISTRATION FORM Deadline: July 8, 2017   

  ($10 late fee after July 8, 2017 
  
 ________________________________ 
  (name) 

________________________________ 
(address) 
________________________________  

 (city, state, zip) 
________________________________ 
(district) 
________________________________ 
(conference/district officer position, if any)  

  
 Check all that apply ___Female ___Male 

___Lay ___Clergy ___CEU Credit  
 ___Need assistance moving around campus.  
 List on separate sheet any dietary needs.  
 

STUDY COURSE REGISTRATION.  
Each study is a 6 hour course.  

Registration begins at 7:30 a.m.  
Classes begin after the opening /finish at 4:30 p.m. 

Two-Day School Fee: $50  
 One study each day from the three offered  
 Friday_____________________________  
 Saturday___________________________  
 
 Friday Only: $30 Choose your study from the 

   three offered.  
 Friday_____________________________  
 Saturday Only: $30 Choose your study  
 ___ Missionary Conferences  
 ___ Living as A Covenant Community  
 Saturday Only Youth Leader’s Study: $30 

___Missionary Conferences  
 

Each person is responsible for individual 
lodging arrangements.  

 

MAIL COMPLETED REGISTRATION FORM with 

check payable to MISSION u to the Registrar: 

TUTTI JOHNSON, PO BOX 598, PINE HILL, AL 

36769 -0598.  

GEOGRAPHIC STUDY: (Leaders Joyce Genz and 

Kathie Harris /Youth Study Leader Tutti Johnson) 

Missionary Conferences of The United Methodist 

Church in the United States is a mission journey 

that guides us through the missionary conference:  

 Alaska Missionary Conference  

  Oklahoma Missionary Conference  

  Red Bird Missionary Conference  

These conferences are mission fields close to our 

hearts. They are the communities and families 

served by individuals, churches and institutions 

that carry on the support and solidarity of United 

Methodist Women organized for mission with 

them.  

ISSUE STUDY: Climate Justice: Call to Hope and 

Action  

Debbie Bracewell will deepen your understand-

ing and awareness of climate change and its im-

pact on God’s mission today. The study highlights 

justice, peace and integrity of creation as im-

portant dimensions of partnering in God’s mission 

today. Participants in this study will also learn 

how their own actions contribute to climate 

change and what they can do to positively affect 

the environment.  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH STUDY: Living as a Covenant 

Community  (Carol Toney and Clara Ester ) 

Covenants are found in the Bible from the mo-

ment God created man and woman until the last 

page of Revelation. Several types of covenants are 

found in the Bible. There are divine covenants 

that are between God and beings and covenants 

between individual and nations. As we grow to 

understand the divine covenants made by God 

with our ancestors and thus with us, our faith and 

our lives will transform. This study will enhance 

your understanding of how God works with us, in 

us, and through us. Biblical witnesses powerfully 

show us covenants are God’s gifts to humanity 

though which we may truly live as those who bear 

the image of God.  
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Thank you to all who donated to the Legacy Fund during January-

March 2017. Of course, we will never stop funding our future United 

Methodist Women. Every year, though, we make a 

special effort in the birthday month of March, an ef-

fort that will  continue the entire year.         

So, thank you for donating to LEGACY 150!  If 
you have yet to do that - 2017 isn’t even half over! 
      
P.S. Thank you also, to whoever donated in the name of  

“Marianna/Panama City.”  
That was so thoughtful of you…… 

           Blessings,               

           Karen 

NOTES FROM OUR DISTRICT SECRETARY 

Happy Spring! If your unit is like mine in Bonifay, we are finishing up a few 
projects before our summer break. One of our projects involves supporting the 
AT Saunterers, a group of three ladies, Shelby,  Alli, and Sydney, who are in the 
midst of hiking the Appalachian Trail. We came in contact with these three 

amazing ladies through our pastor, Jean Tippit, who arranged for Shelby to speak at our UMW Day in Janu-
ary. Shelby spoke about her experiences as a Christian leader in the US Park Service in Denali. She also relat-
ed to us her plans to hike the Appalachian Trail with two friends. The purpose of this hike is to encounter a 
more personal experience with God as well as sharing the gospel with those they meet along the trail.  

Our UMW unit is supporting this walk by providing non-perishable food for the hikers, along with 
Magic Trail Bags for them to hand out to other travelers. The Magic Trail bags are sandwich 
bags consisting  of items such as band-aids, Neosporin, cereal bars, gum, candy, and other small items to 
make their day a little more pleasant. The most important item in this bag is a note of encouragement and a 
Bible verse. Our prayer is that this small token will reach many hikers when they need that little push to 
keep going! If you would like more about this ministry, visit theatsaunterers.com blog for these awesome 
ladies!             

        In loving service,     
        Verna 
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DEBBIE BRACEWELL, LEADER 



FIND ~Assembly 2018~  INFORMATION HERE . . . 
 

         General Info https://umwassembly.org/ 
        Prices https://umwassembly.org/price/  

 
* $295 – early registration fee – Open September 1st - deadline November 30, 2017 

* Hotels range from $139 - $159 per night for up to 4 people – Double/Double. 
* Travel expenses 
* Breakfast and Dinners only - Friday and Saturday, Breakfast – Sunday 
* Charter bus (Southern Coaches) - $200 per person; $100 Deposit @ reservation for seat   
         OR full amount due by Oct. 24, 2017. $100 Balance due Feb. 24, 2018.  
 
After Lent focus & Easter, charter bus riders should begin to acknowledge reservation  
interest with District President. Yes, we will accept interested names NOW, too.  

Website 

United Methodist Women 

http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/ 

 

     Marianna-Panama City District UMW Circuit Writer,  May  2017  

Challenge from Pat Whitley: “Members, don't ask what your UMW can do for you; ask what you can do for your UMW !”   
 

                         Your UMW needs you !!!                               

Editor: 

GERALDINE (DEANIE) DEFELIX 

2953 RAMBO RD 

CAMPBELLTON FL 32426-6933 
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ASSEMBLY BOUND — 2018 


