
 
 

 

My pastor, Reverend Tonya Elmore, recently preached a sermon centered 

around Matthew 14:  13-21, and she gave us insight to these verses I had not 

thought about. We are familiar with the “loaves and fishes” story as Jesus and his 

disciples feed thousands from what appears to be a meager collection of food. The 

disciples try to counter Jesus’ wishes (as we often do) by giving reasons his sug-

gestion won’t work. Amazingly, through Jesus’ intervention that meager collec-

tion of food was enough to feed the crowd—with food leftover!  

 When faced with choices that appear difficult, uncomfortable, or time con-

suming to us, we often tell our Lord it is too much; we fear the uncomfortable, 

and we fear the challenge. Jesus tells us to bring what we have to him, and he will 

bless us abundantly. God can accomplish great things through us. God gives; it is 

up to us to share our talents, our time, and our skills. Pastor Tonya finished her 

sermon saying, “We give our best; ask God to do the rest.” 

 As I listened to the sermon, my mind immediately jumped to the purpose 

of United Methodist Women. I have certainly taken paths kicking and screaming, 

“I can’t do this!” only to find that God is always there working through me—

enabling me to accomplish more with his help than I ever could by myself.  

 If you have read this far, you know where this is headed—the Dothan Dis-

trict Mission Team needs your help. If no one steps forward to join our team, we 

will enter 2018 with a president, secretary, social action chair, and communica-

tions chair. Four of us will be doing the work of ten. We need your help.  God has 

blessed you with talents; prayerfully consider joining us—you may be surprised at 

what you can accomplish with God’s help.  

 
Joyfully holding to the faith, 

Debbie Bracewell 

Dothan District President 
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FAITH — ". . . of greater worth than gold . . . " 
These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith — of greater worth than gold, 
which perishes even though refined by fire — may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. — 1 Peter 1: 7 NIV 
 
Fall season is nearly here with all of its gorgeous display of color.  In my opinion, the fall season 
signals a time of new beginnings.  This is the perfect time to seek unity as United Methodist 
Women by studying the scriptures.  Our recent Dothan District Spiritual Day focused on “praying 
the scriptures.”  Small groups of women studied passages from the Bible that focus on prayer and 
how to pray.  We continued our focus throughout the worship service that followed and enjoyed a 
marvelous message on “Learning to Pray” from the Reverend Sara Shaver, our Dothan District 
Superintendent.   
 
We seek wisdom when we study the scriptures.  By staying steeped in God’s Holy Word, we be-
come united in love with one another, even as we are from different communities across the vari-
ous districts and the conferences of the United Methodist Church.  It is my hope for all of you that 
this season you will feel the unity of spirit and purpose that binds us together as United Method-
ist Women. 
 
I hope that many of you will attend the Alabama-West Florida Conference UMW Spiritual En-
richment Retreat at Blue Lake Methodist Camp October 20-22, 2017.  What a wonderful oppor-
tunity to be together and focus on what our faith, more precious than gold, is all about!  
 

 
Blessings, 

Jean Johnson 

Spiritual Growth Coordinator  

Message From Spiritual Growth 

Our conference United Methodist Women's website now has “E-lerts.”  If you go to 
http://awf-umw.org/  and click on the link, you will receive a reminder each Satur-
day night when the  page has been updated. 



Nomination Committee 
 

2018 Dothan District Leadership Team 
 

 President        Debbie Bracewell 

 Secretary        Marilyn Skipper 

 Social Action        Jean Johnson 

 Communications       Carolyn McInnis 

 Mattie Kolb Scholarship Coordinator    Jolinda Strickland 

Open Positions 

 Vice President       Treasurer 

 Membership Nurture & Outreach     Spiritual Growth 

 Education & Interpretation     Program Resources 

 Nominations 
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2017 Calendar of Events 

Conference  
Spiritual Day 

October 20-22 
Blue Lake 

Dothan District 
Mission Study 
“The Missionary  

Conferences of the 
UMC” 

September 16 
Covenant UMC 
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I live very near the high school in Headland, and the sound of the bass drums at band practice 
reminds me that football and the fall season are upon us.  This is probably the busiest time of 
the year for everyone with harvest events, festivals, Thanksgiving, and Christmas holidays all 
lumped into these last four months.  

Since many UMW circles do not meet in the summer; September marks the resumption of 
meetings for many of you.  Please send me all funds collected by November 30.  I have to have 
them to the Conference Treasurer by December 15.  If you are sending Legacy Funds, do not 
send them to me.  Mail a separate check to UMW: Treasurer's Office, 15th Floor, 475 Riverside 
Drive, NY, NY 10115. 

You may also go online to http://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/legacy to make a contribu-
tion.  Also, all checks sent to me should be made out to the Alabama West Florida Confer-
ence.  Please do not put my name or any other individual's name on the check. 

It has been my pleasure to serve as the district treasurer for these last four years.  Thanks to all 
of you for your help and cooperation. 

Judy Bura 

Treasurer 

Message from the Treasurer 

When:  On September 16th  

What:  Our Dothan District  Fall geographic mission study, which is our last for 2017!  

Host:  Covenant UMC in Dothan 

Time:  Registration begins at 8 am, study starts at 8:30 am, and we will finish by noon.  

Study Topic:  Missionary Conferences of the United Methodist Church in the USA 

Study Leader:  Debbie Bracewell, who is our District President 

 

We will learn about our 3 Missionary conferences 

1. Alaska United Methodist Conference 

2. Red Bird Missionary Conference 

3. Oklahoma Indian Missionary Conference 

Debbie is a retired English teacher and has led many mission studies and taught at Mission u.  
She always gives us good insight into all the studies she teaches and always comes well pre-
pared!  In this particular study, she will explain what a missionary conference is and why they 
exist.  She will highlight from the study book as much pertinent information as time allows. If 
you have the Missionary Conference study book, please bring it, or you may purchase one at 
the study from Joyce Stapleton.  

Please come prepared to learn, have fun doing it, and fellowship with us! 

Spread the word in your local units, and I look forward to seeing YOU! 

Nancy Riegle 
District E & I chair 

Education & Interpretation News 
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Greater Columbus Convention Center, Columbus, OH 

 

Thursday, May 17, 2018 through Sunday, May 20, 2018 

 

United Methodist Women Assembly 2018 is a time for fellowship; it is also an opportunity to em-

power faithful women to be stronger discipleship leaders in their communities. Through moving 

worship, inspiring speakers, immersion experience exhibits, riveting workshops and town hall-

style meetings, members will leave Assembly with the knowledge, courage, and determination to 

change the world as part of a daring and compassionate 150-year-old movement. 

 

Early registration is $295 beginning September 1 through November 30, 2017. After that date, 

registration is $330. Visit https://umwassembly.org/ for more information. 

 

Bus seats are available for $200. A $100 deposit will reserve your seat. October 22, 2017, is the 

last date for bus registration (unless the bus fills before then), and the remaining $100 is due by 

February 24, 2018. Contact Debbie Bell (251-232-6898 or email mawbel36575@yahoo.com) to 

reserve a seat. 

 

Departure to Assembly 

May 17, 2018 Dothan Departure @ 6AM 

From Southern Coach business location, P.O. Box 2245 Dothan, AL. 36302 

2nd pick-up Millbrook First UMC 3350 Edgewood Rd. Millbrook, AL.  

Assembly Arrival – Pending info  

 

Departure from Assembly 

May 20, 2018 Columbus, OH. Departure @ 1PM 

1st Drop-off at Millbrook First UMC (time, unknown) 

Final return stop May 21, 2018 @ 1AM in Dothan at Southern Coach business location 

Assembly 2018 



Reporting Due Dates 
Local Officer to District Officer 

 
 

 FROM      TO 
 

Treasurer’s Report     By November 30 
Unit Treasurer      Judy Bura, District Treasurer 
 

*Name of Deceased Members   By November 30  
Unit Secretary      (please report any December deaths 
        by January 10) 
        Jean Johnson, Spiritual Growth 
 

*Local New Unit Report    By November 30 
Unit Secretary      TBD, Membership Nurture & Outreach 
 

*Social Action Report     By November 30 
Unit Social Action Coordinator    TBD, Social Action 
 

*Reading Program Reports    By November 30 
Unit Program Resource     Joyce Stapleton, Program Resources 
 

*Mission Study Participants    By November 30 
Unit Education & Interpretation    Nancy Riegle, Education & Interpretation 
 

Consolidated President’s Report   By November 30 
Unit President      Debbie Bracewell, President 
 

New Officer Lists      By November 30 
Unit Secretary      Marilyn Skipper, District Secretary 
 

*Included in the Consolidated President’s Report 
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Hello to everyone!  
 
I have to tell you about a meeting that I was privileged to attend a few years ago.  There were lots of 
people there, and a wonderful dinner was served.    Lots of visiting, and all were excited about see-
ing each other--sort of like our mission team getting together. Back to the meeting I attended – af-
ter dinner we had a program presented by a United Methodist Member who helped host this gath-
ering.  She began by telling us about all of her trips and places she had visited over the 
years.  Countries like Africa, Cambodia, Thailand, and so many more!!!!  Wow!!!!   A well-traveled 
lady and also very informative!  Such a sweet lady – we were all listening and wishing we had the 
opportunity to travel to these places also.    AND she told us that we could go to all of these places 
and many more like she did.    THROUGH THE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN'S READING 

PROGRAM!!!!!! How wonderful !  So ladies, let's take advantage of 
these wonderful trips and visit with women and children around the world.  How wonderfully 
blessed we are.    Have fun on your trips around the world!!!! 
 
Joyce Stapleton 
Program Resources Chair 



2017 Mission u 
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Mattie Kolb Scholarship 
 

 

Please remember the Mattie Kolb Scholarship when you submit money to our district treasurer 
so we can continue this wonderful program and give more scholarships to students in our dis-
trict.  All of the money that you donate to this fund goes directly to scholarships.  There is no 
“overhead” taken out of the donations.  Just remember to tell the treasurer that you want to 
donate to this fund. 
 
This year, we received 95 applications for the Mattie Kolb Scholarship, and we were able to 
pick two recipients  since we had over $1200.00 in that fund.  It was a tough 2 hours of reading 
all the applications and trying to narrow them down, but I think we picked two good ones. 
 
The winners are Emma Belle Frier from Ozark and Sara Beth Johnson from Headland.  Both 
ladies are planning to study nursing, one at UAB and one at Wallace. 
 
Congratulations Ladies! 

Jolinda Strickland 
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Giving to United Methodist Women 

From a recent email from the national office 

Greetings from United Methodist Women!  For almost 150 years United Methodist Women has 
been faith, hope, and love in action on behalf of women, children, and youth around the world. 
 
For its whole history, United Methodist Women and its predecessor mission organizations have 
been open to every woman.  When the first missionary societies were organized, many women had 
little money of their own.  So that no woman would be excluded due to a lack of resources, mem-
bership required a commitment of “two cents a week and a prayer.”  The Woman’s Missionary 
Council of The Methodist Episcopal Church, South, formed in 1910 by the union of the home and 
foreign missionary societies, stated in their constitution that revenue for the Council should, in 
part, be derived from “membership dues,” which meant that anyone could become a member by 
giving prayer, service and 10¢ dues per month designated for either the Home or Foreign depart-
ment, or 20¢ per month equally divided between the two departments. 
  
Even while assuring that no one would be excluded from membership by lack of funds, our fore-
mothers were aware that these “dues” could not sustain the rapidly-expanding ministries.  Other 
resources had to be found.  Plans were soon in place seeking immediate gifts of money or property 
and bequests from members with “means,” in order to meet both current and emerging 
needs.  Those needs included salary support for missionaries and deaconesses, new buildings to 
accommodate programs already underway, and funds to enable the opening of new work on behalf 
of women, children, and youth.  The basic components of these plans were a strong emphasis on 
stewardship including tithing, requests for current gifts, and constant reminders to members to 
include the Societies in their wills. 
  
The same holds true today.  Almost 150 years later, our basic program of ministries with women, 
children, and youth is still supported by our faithful, regular, unrestricted, annual Mission Giving 
– although it’s certainly more than “two cents a week” now.  This financial support is complement-
ed by annual supplementary giving for specific mission programs.  Our work is further strength-
ened by gifts from bequests, stock sales, property sales, insurance beneficiary designations, and all 
the other creative means by which women organized for mission choose to support the work.  It’s 
still true almost 150 years later that whether a member has extensive financial resources or few 
financial resources, she is welcome – and indeed needed – in God’s mission. 
  
To learn more about creative ways to financially support mission, please visit the website (http://
umwgift.org/).  Please contact the National Office if we can be of assistance to you in any way 
(swilder@unitedmethodistwomen.org; 512-773-8078).  On behalf of the people we serve, thank 
you! 
 
 
  
Sandy Wilder 
Major and Planned Giving Program 
United Methodist Women National Office 



TALENT BANK INFORMATION ON PROSPECTIVE LEADERSHIP 
 

(To be completed by prospective leader) 
Type or Print (attach additional sheets as necessary)  Date       
 
Name                
Address               
Telephone Home     Work      Cell       
Local Church        District        
Age     Email             
Spoken        Racial Ethnic Group       
Professional skills, job experience           
               

 
Office(s) Held in United Methodist Women 

  Office(s)      Dates of Service 
Local                
 
District               
 
Conference               
 
Jurisdiction                
 
 

Additional Experience on the local, district, conference or general church level (other than United Meth-

odist Women) or in the community           

              

              

              

               

Special Talents or Skills            

              

              

              

               



 

 
  
 

 Do you wish to serve on which level (circle):  Local        District      Conference     
  
Which office(s) on the United Methodist Women’s Team would you most like to hold given the oppor-

tunity to serve?   

  

 
  
Why are you interested in this position and what qualifications do you feel you have for your office(s) of 

choice?  

               

              

              

                

  
  
Would you be able to use your gifts and talents to uphold and strengthen United Methodist Women 

through the PURPOSE of the organization?      

  
  
Is it possible for you to be away from your home or employment for:  

Full Day            Weekend        Extended Time      

                    Yes or No                                    Yes or No                                          Yes or No   
  

__________ I am sorry but I am unable to accept an office this year.  Please keep my name on file and 

contact me in ______________________.  
        

Areas of Special Interest or Concern   

___ secretarial ___ recruiting members ___ publicity 

___ communications ___ social issues ___ workshops 

___ computer ___ creativity ___ newsletters 

___ accounting/bookkeeping ___ recording minutes ___ retreats 

___ organization of details ___ public policy ___ music 

___ nominations ___ public relations ___ youth 

___ program planning ___ community building ___ children 

___ administration ___ inclusiveness/pluralism ___ other (specify) 

___ President ___ Membership Nurture & Outreach 

___ Vice President ___ Social Action 

___ Secretary ___ Spiritual Growth 

___ Treasurer ___ Program Resources 

___ Chair of Nominations 
___ Education & Interpretation 

___ Communications 



EVENT

DATE
LOCATION

REGISTRATION DEADLINE

SCHEDULE DATE TIME LOCATION

CHECK-IN Fri 10/20/17 3:00 PM
Oakwood 
Solarium

DINNER Fri 10/20/17 5:30 PM Dining Hall
PROGRAM Fri 10/20/17 7:00PM Chapel
Focus Groups Fri 10/20/17 8:30PM Prayer Room
Breakfast Sat 10/21/17 7:30AM Dining Hall

PROGRAM Sat 10/21/17 9:00AM Chapel
PROGRAM Sat 10/21/17
LUNCH Sat & Sun Noon
Focus Groups Sat 10/21/17
PROGRAM Sun 10/22/17

Address City State Zip

Phone

FIRST TIME TO this Alabama West Florida Conference United Methodist Event

LODGING Occupancy Per 
Person

LINWOOD

# NIGHTS TYPE PER 
NIGHT

Double 36.00$   $
Single * 58.50$   $

CENTER SECTION
Triple 21.00$   $
Double 28.00$   $

Single * 48.50$   $
COMMUTER - NO LODGING Check Here

# x Cost Breakfast $6.75 $
# x Cost Lunch $8.25 $
# x Cost Dinner $8.75 $

$

LATE FEE $

$

Make all checks payable to AWF-UMW
Mail to: Jean Creswell, Conference Treasurer jean@pinebelt.net

PO Box 250 334-385-2521 (after 5:00 p.m./weekends)
Arlington, AL 36722 334-385-5015 (work day)

Special Needs (dietary or physical):

TOTAL DUE

Please notify Cathy Givan, Conference Secretary, 1398 East Cotton Rd, Eclectic, AL 36024 / 334-541-3163 / 
cathy3163@hotmail.com of any special needs or requirements; Gluten Free is not option

Enter # DINNER to be eaten
Registration & Facility Fee - ALL MUST PAY THIS PART (if just commuting and not eating this 

would be your only price). All others please add. 15.00

If postmarked after the due date, add $10, even Commuters

MEALS - please enter the number of meals per type (2 max each meal)
Enter # BREAKFAST to be eaten

Enter # LUNCHES to be eaten

No roommate

No roommate

District Local Unit/Church

y g g  p g  g     y y , y
Roommate Name (Please confirm with 

roommate & try to mail together) Enclosed  Total

* Single rooms are limited; therefore all request may not be honored.

All Participants MUST Register, even for 1 day. One  Health Form  must be submitted per
calendar year. If you have sent one in, please check the box to the right. 

Name Email

10:30AM AND 7:00PM Speaker, Rev. Dr. Laura Early, Faith
All Meals in Dining Hall

1:00PM-5:00PM sign up for focus groups in Solarium at check-in
8:30AM AND 10:30AM Speaker, Rev. Dr. Laura Early, Faith AND Communion

 Check-In located in Solarium 

Friday & Saturday Dinner is at 5:30PM
Speaker, Rev. Dr. Laura Early, Faith
"What happens when women pray"

Saturday & Sunday Breakfast is at 7:30AM
Business Session, 2018 Conference Officers Elections/installations; 

other business

ALABAMA-WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
GENERAL REGISTRATION FORM
2017 SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT RETREAT

OCTOBER 20-22, 2017
BLUE LAKE UNITED METHODIST ASSEMBLY GROUNDS
10/6/17 (A $10 Late Fee will apply to all registrations)

Note: Breaks will be called but not listed
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Alt. Phone #

Alt. Phone #

PLEASE CHECK ONE OF THE BELOW PLANS
Consent Plan

Non-Consent Plan

Your Consent Signature Date

Witness Signature Date

3. I hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference United Methodist Women, the ALWF Conference, The 
United Methodist Church and/or the owners of the facility for which the event is taking place for any 
act or failure to act during a medical emergency.

I DO NOT give my consent for emergency medical treatment/aid in the cases of illness or 
injury. In the event emergency treatment/aid is required, I wish the following procedures to 
take place:
I hold harmless the AL-WFL Conference United Methodist Women, the ALWF Conference, The 
United Methodist Church and/or the owners of the facility for which the event is taking place for any 
act or failure to act during a medical emergency.

Name Relation Phone #

In the event emergency medical aid/treatment is required due to illness or injury during my 
stay at a UMW event, I authorize ALWF UMW to:
1. Secure and retain medical treatment and transportation if needed.
2. Release my health information to the authorized individual or agency involved in the medical 
emergency treatment.

Name Relation Phone #

Other Allergies (food, animals)

Conditions that treating personnel might need to be aware of:

In the event emergency medical aid/treatment is required due to illness or injury during my stay at a UMW event, 
I authorize ALWF UMW to:

Health Insurance Company Policy # Group #

Allergies to medications:

Physician's Name Phone #

Name DOB

Home Phone Work # Cell #

ALABAMA WEST FLORIDA CONFERENCE
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN HEALTH FORM

For the Calendar Year
Authorization for Emergency Medical Treatment Form


